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 1948 Worcestershire patients were mainly served by three separate independent hospitals, 

Bromsgrove General Hospital, Kidderminster Hospital (Mill Street) and Worcester Royal Infirmary 

(Castle Street and Ronkswood hospitals) 

 1952 Prescription charges were introduced for the NHS at a cost of one shilling per prescription. 

 1953 Cambridge scientists publish their work on DNA structure which allows the study of disease 

caused by defective genes. 

 1954 A link was established between smoking and cancer by Richard Doll. 

 1958 Introduction of polio and diphtheria vaccinations that would see everyone under the age of 15 

vaccinated. This resulted in a massive decline in cases of both diseases. 

 1961 The contraceptive pill is made widely available. 

 1962 The Hospital Plan was introduced dividing the NHS into hospitals, general practice and local 

health authorities. The plan approved the development of district general hospitals for large 

population areas. This year also saw the first hip replacement by Professor John Charnley. 

 1966 It was decided that Worcester Royal Infirmary and Ronkswood Hospital should have a 

common name, so the name Worcester Royal Infirmary was to apply to both hospitals on the 

understanding that each qualified by its address. Therefore the Ronkswood Hospital became the 

Ronkswood Branch of the Worcester Royal Infirmary on 1st October 1966. 

 1967 The Salmon Report set out recommendations for the development of nursing staff structures 

and the status of the profession in hospital management. 

 1968 First NHS heart transplant takes place in London. 

 1968 Drs W N Vellacott and Mr A J Sear, both consultants at Worcester, developed a plastic 

laryngoscope after three years research. The instrument was mass produced cheaply and was 

subsequently used by the Royal Navy in arctic conditions, as, unlike metal ones, they didn’t freeze 

to patients’ lips. 

 1969 the new purpose-built Accident and Emergency Department opened at Castle Street. The 

department was officially opened on 24th June by Professor W Gissane. On 18th November Sir 

Isaac Wolfson officially opened the new Charles Hastings Postgraduate Medical Education Centre. 

 1970 Installation of Ultrasound equipment. This enabled a doctor to determine the wellbeing of 

the fetus and was increasingly used as a diagnostic tool in other areas. In the same decade, phase 

1 was completed to transform the old Blakebrook Workhouse, Kidderminster into a District 

General Hospital with operating theatres and wards. Mill Street Hospital, Kidderminster was to be 

used solely for elderly people who were chronically sick. 

 1971 Postgraduate Medical Centre opened at Kidderminster. 

 1972 Computer Tomography (CT) scans were introduced and revolutionised the way the body was 

examined. 

 1978 Phase 1 of the long-awaited new District General Hospital opened at Newtown Branch with 

110 beds for the elderly and 160 beds for the mentally ill. Mental Health Services were transferred 

here after the closure of Powick Hospital 

 1978 First test-tube baby was born as a result of in-vitro fertilisation (IVF) 

 1979 First successful bone marrow transplant took place at Great Ormond Street Hospital for 

Children. 

 1980-90 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanners were introduced enabling accurate scans of 

soft tissue such as scans of the brain. These also identify conditions such as Multiple Sclerosis and 

the extent of damage following a stroke. 
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 1986 Alexandra Hospital opened offering modern clinical facilities, a postgraduate medical centre 

and a nurse education centre. This replaced the Bromsgrove District General Hospital. It was 

officially opened in April 1887 by HRH Princess Alexandra. Estimates show that Accident & 

Emergency (A&E), Inpatient and Outpatient attendance has doubled since the Alexandra Hospital 

opened. 

 1988 Breast screening was introduced to reduce breast cancer deaths in women over the age of 

50. 

 1990 Project 2000 aimed to establish the nursing role in a more professional light. Training of 

nurses was transferred off-site to what is today the University of Worcester. 

 1990-2000 All three Worcestershire Hospitals became NHS Trust Hospitals. Also a pilot of PACS, a 

picture archiving and communication system which enabled x-rays and scans to be stored 

electronically and viewed on screens. 

 1991 Mr Colin Windsor, Consultant Surgeon at Worcester Royal Infirmary, travelled to Kansas to 

be taught how to perform keyhole surgery by the pioneer of the process Jo Petelin. He carried out 

his first laparoscopic cholecystectomy a month later, becoming one of only a handful of surgeons 

in Britain performing keyhole surgery, allowing surgeons to operate through small sites using a 

monitor. 

 1992 October 1992 saw the opening of the new A&E at the Ronkswood Branch of the Worcester 

Royal Infirmary, which allowed all acute services to be provided at this site. The Princess of Wales 

Community Hospital was built on the site of the former Bromsgrove General Hospital offering a 

range of outpatient and non-acute inpatient services. 

 1995 Final phase of building work sees the completion of the expansion of Kidderminster Hospital 

(Bewdley Road site). 

 1996 Arrival of the first MRI scanner at Worcester. 

 1998 Advances in oncology saw the opening of a dedicated nurse-led Chemotheraphy Unit in 

outpatients, Castle Street. 

 1999 Final design of the new Worcestershire Royal Hospital was signed off. 

 2000 1st April Worcester Royal Infirmary NHS Trust, Kidderminster Healthcare NHS Trust and the 

Alexandra Healthcare NHS Trust merge to become Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust. 

 2002 Worcestershire Royal Hospital opened which was developed under a private finance 

initiative. The hospital was officially opened by the then Secretary of State for Health, the Rt. Hon. 

Alan Milburn MP in September 2002. 

 2004 The new Treatment Centre at Kidderminster Hospital welcomed its first patients. HRH The 

Duchess of Gloucester opened it in April of this year. 

 In the last decade, the Trust has seen the opening of a new birthing suite, oncology centre, breast 

unit, theatres and new cardiac procedure. 

 


