
Secondary Schools at  
Worcester’s Medical Museums

The Infirmary Museum and George Marshall Medical Museum offer a varied 
programme of curriculum linked workshops for secondary school children and are 
on hand to tailor them to suit your specific needs in enriching curriculum studies. 

Choose to visit one or both museums; joint packages provide ideal opportunities for 
cross-curricular working.

With collections spanning nearly three centuries, and an outstanding resource 
of handling objects, there are excellent opportunities to develop skills in 

historical enquiry and to build understanding in chronology and change through 
investigating medical and public health advancements.

“I am so delighted with our visit to the Old Infirmary. 
The timings of the tour, object-handling and exhibition 
were just right. It’s also really valuable, when we get into 
the modern medicine element of the course, that the 
pupils will be able to visualise the building and I suspect 
the Morgue round window will be a key memory!”  - 
GCSE History Teacher

“It was gross how 
they used to get 
liquids out of the 

body but it was 
also interesting to 

find out.”  
- KS3 Student



The Infirmary Museum Workshops

DEADLY DISEASES (KS3 & 4 Biology)
Students will discover what Doctors and Scientists knew 
about disease at different points in history through object 
handling. Students will find out what causes disease and 
how the human body defends itself from disease by getting 
involved in role play. Finally, students will consider how 
modern medicines are used to treat and cure diseases and 
debate the limitations of antibiotics and other medicines.

DE-MYSTIFYING DNA (KS3 & 4 Biology)
What is DNA? What is it made from and what is its function? Students will learn about the 
structure of DNA and its function in the body. Who discovered DNA? How has the discovery 
of DNA impacted medicine today? What might DNA help us to discover in the future? 
Students will answer these questions and more through interactive activities and debate.

MEDICAL PHYSICS (KS3 & 4 Physics)
How is physics used in Medicine? Students will take a virtual tour of a Medical Physics 
department in a hospital, they will learn about different imaging techniques including 
X-rays, CT scans, MRIs and Ultrasound. How can radioactive materials cause and cure 
cancer? Students will find out by playing radiation-busters.
Studying Medical Physics for A Level? Why not get in touch about a tailored session for your 
students.

DESIGN MEETS DISABILITY (KS3 & 4 Design and Technology)
How have prosthetics changed in light of technological and design developments over the 
last 200 years? Students will understand technological changes that have impacted on 
prosthetic limbs, the experience of prosthetic-users and how social attitudes have both 
lead to and responded to developments in prosthesis design and the concept of disability. 
Students develop their ability to transfer this approach to any design project they may 
undertake; focusing on the user, encouraging ingenuity, exploring the responsibility of the 
designer and to understand how products can impact on individuals and society.

SEXUAL HEALTH MATTERS (KS3 & 4 PSHE)
Students will consider issues associated with sexual health and relationships, providing 
an opportunity for reflection and debate in considering changing attitudes and values in 
society, both in the UK and internationally. It will encourage debate around issues such 
as birth control, contraception and sexuality, and tackle misconceptions about sexually 
transmitted infections.

“The Object handling was just the right balance between listening and sharing 
ideas, as well as something kinaesthetic which works so well with our pupils.”
- KS3 Teacher



George Marshall Medical Museum Workshops

Studying the History of Medicine for GCSE? Why not visit both museums with the 
Medicine Through Time package tailored to your exam board specification?

PURGE THE PLAGUE (KS3 History)
Students will take on the role of 19th-Century apothecaries and use mathematics, 
creative and logic skills to create remedies for patients struck down with cholera. Using 
resources including original artefacts, ingredients lists and letters from their patients, 
teams of students will develop remedies to cure the afflicted, before pitching their 
remedy to see who wins.

WAR AND MEDICINE (KS3 & 4 History)
Students meet three soldiers from different periods of History, 
spanning the last 2000 years, and learn how their injuries would 
have been treated. Prominent discoveries, key individuals in 
medicine and the impact of war on the development of medicine 
will be discussed and brought alive through object handling. 

VICTORIAN SURGERY (KS3 & 4 History)
This workshop gives students gory accounts of the developments 
in surgery during the late 1800s and early 1900s, with a focus 
on anaesthetics and antiseptics. Students will handle authentic 
Victorian objects and find out how a limb would have been 
amputated in 1830 with the use of our amputation chair.  
This workshop is great for chronological understanding, and  
concludes with important debate.

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS (KS3 & 4 PSHE) 
This reflective session will enable students to consider changing approaches to the 
care of patients with mental ill health and enable a study of personal accounts taken 
from oral histories and archives from Powick’s Victorian Asylum. For Key Stage 4 and 
beyond, this workshop can be enhanced with the addition of personal testimony and 
Q&A with a former member of staff from Powick Hospital. If this option is required, an 
additional cost will be incurred.

BE A CURATOR: MANTLE OF THE EXPERT (KS3+ Cross Curricular)
This hands-on session gives students the opportunity to research, plan and deliver 
their own exhibition. Working in teams, they will use real objects from our handling 
collection, and pitch their ideas to the other teams to evaluate and choose the winning 
exhibition. Please note this session is two hours in length and costs £5.50 per pupil 
with a minimum cost of £110.

OBJECT HANDLING
Both museums can tailor object handling sessions using a selection of old and 
modern medical instruments and objects. 
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TOURS
Guided tours of both the George Marshall Medical Museum and the infirmary building 
can be arranged for your group. At The Infirmary Museum, students will have the chance 
to learn about the history of the British Medical Association, view some 1700’s patient 
graffiti and learn why a brewery was needed in a Georgian hospital.
At the George Marshall Medical Museum, knowledgeable guides will focus on the collection 
of death masks of hanged criminals, the Victorian surgery display and the replica 
apothecary shop. Students will find out what remedies were used to treat gout, and what 
an operating theatre used to look like.

LOANS BOXES
Borrow a box full of medical instruments spanning the last 200 years to use in your 
lessons at school. Boxes can be borrowed at a cost of £25 per week and are accompanied 
by lesson ideas and information about the objects.

BOOKING
To book please contact:
Email: InfirmaryMuseum@worc.ac.uk 
Tel: 01905 542540
www.MedicalMuseum.org.uk   
Workshops are £2.75 per pupil, with a minimum cost of £55, tours and object handling 
cost £25 for each session. Joint visits can be arranged to take in both medical museums. 
All sessions can be delivered at both venues.
If you cannot visit the museums, then loans boxes and outreach visits can also be 
provided.

The Infirmary
University of Worcester
City Campus, Infirmary Walk
Castle Street
Worcester, WR1 3AS
Coach parking is available at Croft Road carpark, a short walk from The Infirmary.

George Marshall Medical Museum
Charles Hastings Education Centre
Charles Hastings Way
Worcestershire Royal Hospital
Worcester, WR5 1DD
Free coach parking is available outside the Charles Hastings Education Centre when booked 
in advance.


