
Progress continues with our exciting activities for 
the HLF-funded Worcestershire World War 100 
project. Dr. Rebecca Wynter has completed her 
research about Dr. Martha Stewart, the first 
female house surgeon appointed at Worcester 
Infirmary in 1915. It won’t be long before we 
have a booklet printed and display banners for 
the museums, but for now, here’s a photograph 
of Dr. Stewart from the family’s archive, along 
with a teaser that she was a teacher in training 
connected to the Royal College of Science in 
Dublin before moving to England.  

Threads of Health 

First World War commemorations continue 

Louise has been spending some time away from the office 
researching 1800’s cures for pneumonia at the Wellcome 
Library. All of the research will be compiled into a short 
report for the Textile Society, who funded the research, and 
new interpretation will be added to the display soon. The 
original jacket has been put into storage to rest, and the 
historic replica is now on display. Why not pop in to have a 
look?  
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New acquisitions 

It seems we weren’t the only ones who had a Spring Clean this 
year. We’ve had a number of very interesting donations from 
departments across Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust 
and beyond, including a set of Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale 
tests and a 1950’s GP case including everything its owner would 
have needed for home visits in Malvern. The collection is now 
nearly 7500 objects strong and counting!  

 

22nd June 2016 

In an effort to reduce the use of paper, we will be discontinuing the printed version of the newsletter at the end of 2016. We strongly 

recommend you add your name to our e-mailing list, so as not to miss out on future newsletters! Please get in touch using the 

contact info provided at the back of the newsletter. Many thanks! 



On 16th June we let Year 5s from Dines Green school take charge of The 
Infirmary. They delivered tours, object handling sessions and also 
embodied five of the building’s characters in the gallery, dressed up! They 
shared knowledge gained from one session in the museum and one in the 
classroom with the Year 4 class from the same school. #TakeoverDay 
[http://kidsinmuseums.org.uk/takeover/]is a national event, normally in 
November, however we wanted to do it while the University students 
were away as having 28 Year 5 pupils touring the building needed more 
space than you would think. They did a tremendous job explaining the 
rooms and what they were for along with who Hastings, Carden and 
Herbert were and what they did at work in the old Worcester Infirmary.  

Take Over Day 
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Yes you can! As Worcester's newest heritage attraction and also relatively compact in the exhibition, you can help 
raise the volume with our online presence? It will cost you a little time but not any money, as you know we offer all 
events and activities for FREE! We can reach more audiences and be boosted up the Google search rankings if our fans 
use the new website and there you can get links to our social media. Visit our Facebook page  to ‘LIKE' us and find out 
what events are happening or news items posted. For images and snippets there’s Twitter and Instagram to comment 
and ReTweet. The biggest help is through Trip Advisor, leave us a review and share your favourite object, story or fact 
you discovered while visiting. Oh, and don’t forget to help GMMM by doing the same! 

Please visit our website to get links to both museums social media accounts! 

www.medicalmuseum.org.uk 

Can you help us get more visits? 

 

I am a Duke of Edinburgh [www.dofe.org] bronze award student and 
decided for my volunteering I would work at the Infirmary. Before I started 
volunteering here I had to set myself a goal that would be achieved 
throughout six months, my goal was “To learn work skills for later life and 
now e.g. working in an office environment” 

Reflecting back on everything I have done here I feel like I have achieved 
many things for example helping out at events like Everybody Dance 
[www.medicalmuseum.org.uk/everybody-dance] and taking down 
exhibitions for the royal photographic society [www.rps.org] at the hive. I 
have also done museum and office based things like fixing the keyhole 
surgery display to sending letters to schools about new exciting events!  I 
have really enjoyed volunteering here so far and the Infirmary has played 
a big part in gaining my bronze award!                

~Evie Pugh, Bronze DofE volunteer~  

DofE Bronze award volunteering 



On the 26th May we went to the University of Worcester’s Teach Meet. It was great to see teachers talking passionately 
about their areas of expertise in education. We took along some of our favourite objects to share with everyone.  
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Since the initial training in February five out of the 11 trained student ambassadors have delivered tours and workshops 
to visiting school and community groups. The ambassadors have gone out of their way to do extra research and learning 
about The Infirmary and history of medicine and prepared for workshops in a professional and engaging manner. In the 
coming months we will be preparing training on some of the new workshops and training up some new ambassadors 
too!  

Student Ambassador Update  

 

University of Worcester Teach Meet 

Education Update 

The education provision at The Infirmary and George Marshall Medical Museum has recently been reviewed against the 
current curriculums. We have focussed in on the strengths of each museum, removed some sessions that had never 
been booked and added ones that are more relevant and engaging. This also includes a joint visit themed around the 
GCSE option Medicine Through Time. To promote this new provision leaflets for primary and secondary schools have 
been made and are in the process of being circulated to schools in the local area. If you would like a copy of either leaflet 
to pass on to a school that you think would be interested email z.chesher@worc.ac.uk.  



Since the last update, I have been to the Imperial War Museum North, Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service, National 

Museums of Northern Ireland, and Port Sunlight museum! All four training sessions have been incredibly informative, and I've 

learnt quite a bit! At the Imperial War Museum North, we learnt about volunteer development and management, and I was 

very impressed at just how immersive the main gallery is. The Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service hosted us at the 

Ipswich museum, and we learnt a lot about partnership development. It was interesting to see how the different museums, big 

and small, interact with different types of partners. At the museum, they had a brilliant collection of animals, including a two-

toed sloth and the tusk of a narwhal whale! 

The trip to Belfast was a particular highlight of the year so far. We spent the day at the Ulster Museum branch of National 

Museums Northern Ireland, and talked about audience research and evaluation. From this, we learnt a lot about how to look 

into the habits and preferences of our intended audiences. It was fantastic to see the E.L.E.M.E.N.T.S exhibit too: it shows us 

all of the elements in the known universe on the periodic table and splits them up into different groupings, to show us how us 

how each element is used in daily life (Or how it occurs naturally and what it does). Obviously, radioactive elements were not 

present! 

The most recent trip was to Port Sunlight, in the Wirral. Here we learnt about marketing and PR. We had the opportunity to 

have a tour of part of the village (from one building to the Lady Lever Art Gallery), with a few stops on the way. We learnt 

about how to identify the best means of advertisement when looking at the target audience (who is most likely to see what on 

which channels?). I bought some soap too, as i thought it would be rude not to! 

 

July and August visits will be to Worthing and Nottingham, respectively, with a celebration event at The British Museum in 

September!  

~Lewis~  

Lewis’ progress so far... 
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Pictured, from left to right: Kyle (Beamish), Anton (Ipswich and Colchester Museum Service), Chloe (Museum of Oxford), Dan (Port 

Sunlight) and Niall (National Museum of Scotland). Talking about using housing in museums at Port Sunlight. 



Upcoming Events 

Some of the exciting events occurring at both museums over the next few 
months… 

The Infirmary 
 

Diagnosing the Nazis - 21st July, 7pm 

Talk by Dr Wendy Toon, Institute of Humanities & Creative Arts, University of Worcester. 
During World War II, in response to the "disease" of Nazism, American experts became the 
Doctors and the German people and nation became the patient. But how were the Nazis 
diagnosed? 
 

Summer Holiday: Science in Movies, TV and 
Books–25th-28th July, 10am-2pm every day. 
How do books, films and TV influence medicine, or 
does medicine impact on plots? Hands on 
activities and experiments showing changes in 
medicine and you have the chance to share what 
you think the next 100 years of medicine will look 
like. Will devices like Star Trek's Tricorder exist? 
Will operations still be done by cutting the skin? 
Suitable for family groups and children.  

To book your place on any of the above events, 
please visit: bit.ly/TheInfirmaryTickets 

 

Pictured left: Student from our latest Drama Studies 
group playing the role of Sir Charles Hasting in a 'living 
history' tour/performance of the old hospital!  

 

George Marshall Medical Museum: 
 

Evening of Talks: Patient Matters—Thursday 7th July, 2016, 7:30pm 
Book your spot to hear speakers exploring the fascinating topic of mental health through 
the ages, with a focus on the patient and their treatment in Worcestershire. Talks start 
promptly at 7:30pm. Light refreshments from 7pm. Tickets £3.50/person. 

To book your place at the evening of talks, please email: RSVPlecture@gmail.com or call 
01905760738 

 

FREE Family Open Day: Mind over Matter—Saturday 13th August, 12pm-3pm. 
Come along to our annual free family open day. Crafts, activities, tours, trails and live 
music. There really will be something for everyone! 
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Who we are 

Charles Hastings Education Centre 

 Worcestershire Royal Hospital 

Charles Hastings Way 

Worcester 

WR5 1DD  

Louise Price—Curator 

Louise.Price@worcsacute.nhs.uk 

01905 760738  

Lewis Jones—Museum Trainee 

University of Worcester 

City Campus 

Infirmary Walk 

Castle Street 

Worcester 

WR1 3AS 

Mark Macleod—Head of The Infirmary 

Lewis Jones—Museum Trainee 

Zoe Chesher—Project Officer 

 

InfirmaryMuseum@worc.ac.uk 

01905 542373 

 


