
Our Heritage Lottery Funded project continues… 

We’ve been working hard to find a replacement 

former Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) hospital 

for St. Mary’s, which closed last year. And we’ve 

had a success! The Activities Manager at The 

Boynes, a residential care home in Upton-upon-

Severn has agreed to work with us and local 

students to find out more about the home and its 

First World War history. We’re currently trying to 

find a school to work with, so watch this space.  

Threads of Health 

Worcestershire World War One Hundred Worcestershire 

the former Postgraduate 

Education Centre in the 1980s! 

The grant will also support a 

body of research into the role of 

textiles in healthcare, to include 

a trip to the Wellcome Library. 

Earlier in the year, we applied for 

some funding from the Textile 

Society to help to care for our 

beloved 1840s child’s pneumonia 

jacket. Thanks to the Textile 

Society, we can now afford to pay 

for a historical replica of the jacket 

for display, so the jacket can rest 

for a while. Here’s Lewis and Emily 

measuring the jacket for the 

costume designer along with a 

picture of the jacket on display at 
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Museum Visits 
our handling collection of 

artefacts brings all of their 

names and dates to life.  
Autumn is always a busy time 

for groups and schools, and 

we’ve had some terrific 

groups in from local 

Women’s’ Institutes and 

schools including Broadway 

School in Birmingham. KS4 

students have been swotting 

for their GCSE History option 

‘Medicine through Time’, and 

having the opportunity to use 

 



We are finalising the 

events calendar for 2016, 

if you have any ideas then 

get them to me early 

December and they may 

make it in. We are adding 

more science content to 

accompany the exhibition 

with lecturer Dr Steven 

Coles going to give a talk 

on cancer cells and what 

we know about them. 

Summer activities for 

families will also interest 

parents as we get to grips 

with medicine in movies, 

tv and books. Could the 

tricorder from Star Trek be 

a real thing soon? The 

Book Club didn’t get much 

attendees last year but we 

will persevere and will try 

again with more marketing 

to get the book titles out 

there earlier to entice a 

new audience, books will 

include Frankenstein, 

what better topic for 

medical history! Our 

events continue to be free 

and as long as we get an 

audience we are happy to 

try anything relating to 

medicine past or present, 

at least once. 

The leaflet will 

be available on 

the website, 

gallery and 

many nearby 

supermarkets 

and heritage 

partners in 

January, or 

give us a call 

for us to post it 

out.   

2016 Events 
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We recently 

advertised a part-

time position 

between both 

medical museums: 

an education officer. 

The education 

workshops long 

delivered by GMMM 

and recently written 

for us are ready to 

be shared wider. The 

new role is for the 

marketing of the workshops to local 

schools and community groups and 

to recruit and train undergraduate 

students from the University. The 

students will be paid for the 

workshops and we hope bring 

new approaches and energy to 

the topics, while providing the 

students with first hand 

experience of teaching, 

classroom management, public 

speaking and other essential 

career skills. Since August we 

have been extremely busy 

delivering workshops, tours 

and taster experiences to over 

500 school children and 

community group participants 

and we are excited to expand 

those numbers with this new 

job role leading the way.  

New colleagues 

 



On the 5th of October, we welcomed 

our new Skills for the Future Trainee, 

Lewis. He will be with us for a year, 

helping at both The Infirmary and the 

George Marshall. 

 

“Over the next year I will be working in 

the George Marshall and The 

Infirmary, learning all there is to know 

about working in museums. From this 

year, I hope to take away a new 

understanding of museums, and how 

we preserve and present our history. I 

look forward to what this year has to 

offer!"  

Skills for the Future  
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There is never a bad time 

to celebrate and since the 

original Heritage Lottery 

Fund project finished 

October 2014 we have not 

shared the achievements 

of the three and a half year 

project, although it started 

long before that! 

When the funds were 

granted by the major 

funders HLF, CHEC and 

the University of Worcester 

there were 11 project 

outputs agreed and we 

asked for an independent 

evaluation to be done to 

see how well we did. The 

graphs and pictures below 

are there to help interpret 

and if you would like to 

read the full report and find 

out more, please get in 

touch. The obvious 

successes have been the 

new exhibition opening in 

July 2012 being accessible 

to schools, students and 

the local community. 

Community work in three 

mini-projects were 

increasingly successful in 

the numbers they attracted 

and all three tackled 

problems of the age; 

young people at threat of 

not being in education, 

employment or training, 

dementia community and 

people over 50 who are 

dealing with changes in 

life.  

Time for a celebration 

Evidence from these mini-

projects is to be made available 

on the new website launching 

any day now. The new website 

was one output we never 

delivered, hence we have 

worked hard with the GMMM to 

create a suitable replacement 

at www.medicalmuseum.org.uk 

tell us what you think. The 

website and social media by us 

and GMMM are how we get the 

world out on the content we 

now have to share with 

everyone and also to draw 

attention to the important role 

Worcester and the region 

has played in healthcare 

and hopefully continues to. 

The final output to mention 

is the volunteer time and 

expertise generously given 

by up to XXX which in HLF 

monetary terms equated to 

£110k based on rates of £50 

(unskilled), £150 (Skilled) or 

£350 (professional) per seven 

hour day. We are hugely 

grateful to these supporters and 

cannot quantify our thanks 

more than saying it every time 

we see you.   

 

http://www.medicalmuseum.org.uk/


groups have been 

6th form students, so 

they all had a good 

grasp on some of the 

subjects and topics. 

But from the younger 

groups it's been fun 

to learn with them, 

about the history of 

certain objects, and 

what they might 

associate with them. 

It offers a unique 

perspective into what 

the child might be 

thinking of when 

faced with hip 

replacement joint, or 

a feeding tube, or 

anaesthetists mask. 

Over the past month 

The Infirmary and 

George Marshall have 

been working with the 

organisation 

EveryBODY Dance. 

Holding workshops and 

tours at both sites, we 

have been exploring 

the medical past of 

Worcester, objects and 

their use, and motions 

and movements with 

said objects! It has 

been fascinating to be 

part of the project so 

far! Most of the 

workshop groups are 

no older than 10-12 

years old. A few of the 

Filming took place on 

the week beginning the 

23rd of November, and 

Thursday 3rd of 

December. Monday 

and Tuesday (23rd and 

24th) was spent with 

Neil and Kat, 

respectively, and we 

filmed individual dance 

movements. Neil did 

his part outside by the 

graffiti of the Infirmary, 

and Kat did hers in the 

corridor leading to 

the chapel.  On 

Wednesday (25th), the 

four artists Kat, Neil, 

Joel, and Tayla came 

to the Infirmary with 

two groups of school 

Everybody dance 

children to do some major 

parts of the filming in the 

boardroom. The morning 

was spent choreographing 

and practising parts of the 

dance, involving the objects 

and 

relevant movements. The 

afternoon was spent in 

groups, devising  bigger 

movements involving the 

objects!  

Thursday (26th) was the 

final phase of filming at The 

Infirmary. Joel came to film 

his solo movements in the 

old reception area, and did 

a lot of fast paced 

movements, speeding up 

and down the corridor in his 

wheelchair. We finished 

filming around 4, and did an hour of sound 

recordings too, involving some of the objects in 

the handling collection. 

The final day of filming was conducted at the 

George Marshall, where Tayla did her own 

movements and dances. Filming took place on 

Thursday (3rd), and her item was a monaural 

stethoscope used by midwives. A lot of her 

movements were done speeding around the 

little practical room in her wheel chair, doing 

spins and reverse parking in between the beds. 

 

Lewis 
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Upcoming Events 

Some of the exciting events occurring over the next few months 

 

 - 16 February Love Worcester Event 

 Matters of the Brain, 10am - 2pm 

-  16 February Free Guided Tours 11:30am and 1:30pm 

-  23 March Reading Frankenstein and Recuperating at The Infirmary, Book 

Group with a difference, 7pm 

 

George Marshall Medical Museum: 

 - (Love Worcester Event) In a Trance... Monday 15th - Friday 19th 

February, 9am - 4pm  

Upcoming Events 

Page 5 Winter Newsletter 

 



Page 6 Winter Newsletter 

Who we are 

Charles Hastings Education Centre 

 Worcestershire Royal Hospital 

Charles Hastings Way 

Worcester 

WR5 1DD  

Louise Price—Curator 

Louise.Price@worcsacute.nhs.uk 

01905 760738  

Lewis Jones—Museum Trainee 

Lewis.Jones@worcsacute.nhs.uk  

01905 760738  

University of Worcester 

City Campus 

Infirmary Walk 

Castle Street 

Worcester 

WR1 3AS 

Mark Macleod—Head of The Infirmary 

m.macleod@worc.ac.uk 

01905 542373  

Lewis Jones—Museum Trainee 

lewis.jones@worc.ac.uk 

01905 542540 

 


